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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


Once more time for our annual meeting approaches, and once more 
I urge all of you to attend, Idaho is such a big state, and we li- 
brarians are so few and so scattered that all of us should take ad- 
vantage of every opportunity for professional communion, There are 
problems to be discussed which vitally affect every librarian in the 
state. 


Last year, out of a membership of about 90, 22 attended. This 
year, out of a membership of well over 100, we hope at least 35 or 0 
will come, The local arrangements committee, Mrs, Bess and Mrs. Ruby, 
have planned what should be a most enjoyable two days. The group 
meetings on Saturday afternoon should be of interest; we have tried 


to provide discussions of value to librarians from each type of Idaho 
library. Of course, the dinner and luncheon speakers, Friday and Sat- 
urday, will provide much-needed information and inspiration. Exhibits 
of new books and library equipment will help the education aspect of 
our meeting. All in all, COME TO CALDWELL! 


Eli M, Oboler 
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COME TO CALDWELL! 


Announcement of the 1952 Convention, I.S.L.A. 
‘ The College of Idaho 
May 9-10, 1952 


PROGRAM 


Friday, 5:00-6:15 P.M. Registration in Faculty Club, Blatchley Hall, 
Tickets for dinner and luncheon will be sold 
at time of registration, 


Dinner $1.75 Luncheon $1,10 
6:30 P.M. Dinner Meeting in Simplot Hall 
Speaker: Miss Lesley Heathcote, President, PNLA 
8:30 P.M. Puppet Show - Strahorn Library Lecture Room. 


Presented by the Carnegie Public Library. 
Social Hour follows in Faculty Club. 


Saturday, 9-11:30 A.M. Business Meeting in Strahorn Library Lecture Room. 
12:30-2:00 P.M. Luncheon Meeting in Simplot Hall. 
Speaker: Mr. Leonard Thorp, "Idaho Library 
Development, 1952." 
2:30-4:30 P.M. Sectional Meetings 
1 1. Public Libraries 
Miss Mildred Selby, chairman, "Public Rela- 
tions for the Public Library." 
‘ 2. College and University Libraries 
Mr. Lee Zimmerman, chairman 
a. Student Reading 
Program at the University of Idaho 
Lee Zimmerman 


Program at Idaho State College 
Eli M. Oboler 
b. College Library Administrative Problems, 
3. School Libraries 
Miss Martha M, Guenther, chairman 
Program to be announced 


At last year's meeting in Boise there was manifest a renewed interest 
on the part of those present in Idaho's libraries and their problems. In 
fact, enthusiasm rose to a high pitch; it was felt that good things would 
result from the continued interest and efforts of Idaho librarians working 
through their library association. 


Let's all get behind the work of the Idaho State Library Association 
by being present at this meeting in May. The enthusiasm and ideas of all 
are needed, for it is through such meetings that individual library prob- 
lems are solved and wider and more effective planning accomplished for a 
state-wide program, 
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THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST IN FICTION AND NON-FICTION (PART IT) 
(A University of Idaho Library Booklist) 


SOME OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST'S 


BEST KNOWN AUTHORS 


The authors named in these lists are for the most part writers 
well-known to the general public. 


Authors of textbooks, and of 


distinctly technical and scientific publications, have not been in- 
cluded. (Authors who have resided in more than one state have been 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Angus, Henry Forbes 
Beck, Lily Adams 
Brown, Audrey 
Burton, Jean 

Carr, Emily 
Godsell, Philip 
Haig-Brown, R. Le 
Harvey, A. Ge 
Henshaw, Julia W. 
Hood, Robert A. 
Howay, Frederick 
Hutchison, Bruce 
Johnson, E. Pauline 
Livesay, Dorothy 
MacBeth, R. G. 
McClung, Nellie L. 
MacKay, Isabel 
McKelvie, Bruce A. 
Marriott, Anne 
Marshall, Rosamond 
Moberly, Walter 
Morice, Adrien 
Niven, Frederick J. 
Ravenhill, Alice 
Sage, Walter N,. 
Service, Robert W. 
Sinclair, Bertrand W. 
Skinner, Constance L. 
Wade, Mark 
Watson, Robert 


IDAHO 


Anderson, Abraham C, 
Bailey, Robert G. 
Bird, Annie L. 
Bolster, Evelyn 
Bowman, Earl W. 
Brink, Carol Ryrie 


listed only once.) 


Brosnan, Cornelius J. 
Brown, Jennie 
Defenbach, Byron 
Drury, Clifford M. 
Fisher, Amy W. 
Fisher, Vardis 

Foote, Mary H. 
Gipson, Alice 
Gipson, Lawrence 
Grissom, Irene 
Haines, Francis 
Hawley, James H, 
Jennings, Talbot 
McConnel, W. Je 
Paden, Irene 
Plowhead, Ruth 
Robertson, Frank 
Snell, George D. 
Stevens, James F, 
Teichert, Minerva 
Trimble, Louis 
Walgamott, Charles S. 
Williamson, Thames R. 


MONTANA 


Babson, Naomi Lane 
Barnet, Grace T. 
Barnet, Olive 
Boles, Jason 
Bower, Bertha M. 
Branch, E, Douglas 
Brinig, Myron 
Chevigny, Hector 
Clapp, Mary Brennan 
Clements, Colin C. 
Coates, Grace Stone 
Connolly, Christopher 
Eunson, Dale 

Fox, Norman A. 
Glasscock, Carl B, 


Guthrie, Alfred 
Henry, Ralph A. 
Howard, Joseph K, 
James, Will 
Linderman, Frank B, 
McNickle D'Arcy 
McLeod, Norman 
Merriam, H. G. 
Murphy, Clyde F. 
Nelson, Ira S. 
Raine, William M. 
Russell, Charles M,. 
Ryerson, Florence 
Savage, Thomas 
Schultz, James We 
Streit, Clarence 
Walker, Mildred 


OREGON 


Anderson, Ben R, 
Balch, Frederick H, 
Bright, Verne 
Carey, Charles H. 
Carr, Mary Jane 
Case, Robert 0, 
Case, Victoria 
Corning, Howard M. 
Dye, Eva Emery 
Federova, Nina 
Fee, James A, 
Greve, Alice W. 
Haycox, Ernest 
Holbrook, Stewart 
Kennelly, Ardyth 
Kendall, Nancy 
Lampman, Evelyn S. 
Lampman, Ben Hur 
McKeown, Martha F, 
Mills, Randall 
Montgomery, Richard 
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McNeilly, Mildred M. 
Marion, Elizabeth 


Monroe, Anne S. Berry, Katherine J. 
Neuberger, Richard Binns, Archie 


Parrish, Philip H. Brier, Howard Meany, Edmond S, 
Pennell, Joseph Burglon, Nora Meeker, Ezra 
Powers, Alfred Campbell, Patricia Morgan, Murray C. 
Rush, William M. Chittenden, Hiram M, Norling, Josephine 
Scott, Harvey W. Fargo, Lucille Parrington, Vernon Le 
Toby, Harvey Fuller, George W. Pettibone, Anita 
Victor, Francis F, Gowen, Herbert He Ross, Nancy Wilson 
Wilson, John F, Hardy, Martha Ross, Zola Helen 
Wood, C. E. S. Hazard, Joseph Savage, George 
Hughes, Glenn Stevens, Hazard 
WASHINGTON Jones, Nard Thorseth, Matthea 
McDonald, Betty Wagenknecht, Edward 
Anderson, Ada W,. McKay, Allis Wurdemann, Audrey 
Anderson, Eva G, McKenny, Margaret Winther, Sophus K. 


".e I think the public librarian anxious to be of more service to 
adult readers should ask whether he is doing everything possible in the 
way of indirect service. Is he connecting his resources to existing in- 
stitutions--adult and part-time schools, clubs, discussion and forum 
groups, lecture series? These organizations have ready-made publics, 
and I suspect the librarian could reach more readers more quickly through 
their channels than through any others he might develop. For example, 
if I were a public librarian before arranging for motion pictures to be 
shown in the library I should find out whether local clubs and study 
groups are adequately provided from other sources with projectors and 
films. Before setting up a series of forums in the library, I should 
see whether I have been of as much help as possible to existing forums 
and discussion groups. The chances are that we are in a rising tide of 
community colleges. The public library can be an indispensable unit of 
such an adult college, and should be, 

"We know two things for certain about this situation. We know that 
we can do more to direct the public service of the public library than 
the public service of any of the commercial media. And we know that we 
can do more to redirect the program of the library than to redirect the 
trends of public needs and demands."----Wilbur Schramm, on "The Li- 
brary's Public", by Bernard Berelson, in "A Forum on the Public Library 


Inquiry", p. 50, 1950. 
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REPORT ON ALA MID-WINTER MEETING, 1952 


On Monday, January 28, I visited the Midwest Interlibrary Center, 
which was completed only last October, and includes some features which 

I think may be of use in planning our new library. For example, the pro- 
cessing room has full-length windows, and uses Thru-Vu blinds, which are 
vertical cloth strips and replace window shades, venetian blinds, and cur- 
tains, These are most attractive and keep clean longer, along with sever- 
al other advantages — except possibly that of cost, since they cost around 
$90 for each full-length window installed, Another interesting feature 

of this building was the maple industrial flooring in the receiving room, 
so that heavy boxes and hand trucks caused much less wear than on the rub- 
ber tile which is used practically throughout. Terazzo flooring is used 
in the entrance lobby, and the librarian claims this is very durable, 

easy to keep clean, good-looking, and not as slippery as terazzo used 

to be, While at this library, I examined the unique three-way metal shel~ 
ving used for storage, which may possibly be of some benefit to us in fu 
ture plans for stacks, The lighting in the librarian's office and the 
workrooms is louverall lighting, with false ceilings. This seemed to me 
to be very good diffused lighting, 

On Tuesday morning I registered for the ALA Mid-Winter Conference 
and attended the Presidents and Editors Round Table, This organization 
of presidents and editors connected with library associations elected 
me president for 1952-1953. In the afternoon I attended a meeting of 
the Council on Library Education. A lively panel discussion on under- 
graduate library education pointed up a number of problems which we have 
to face here at ISC. It was found that the main purposes of undergrad~ 
uate library education were to prepare for minor library positions, to 
prepare persons for one-man libraries (as in our summer courses in school 
librarianship), and to provide basic training as a prerequisite for grad- 
uate study. The discussion revealed that there was a need for standard-~ 
ization in the curricula, course content, objectives, certification, and 
examinations, Work is now in progress by various library committees and 
organizations to accomplish some of these purposes, Next, I attended 
a meeting of the Serials Roundtable, at which a paper on "Government Sere 
idals at’ Mid-Century" was read which called to my attention a number of 
documents published regularly which either we have never gotten or else 
we have never featured. One valuable one, not sent to us although we are 
a government depository, is a publication of the Department of State called, 
"Soviet Bibliography", I am sending for this, Several other papers were 
given describing methods of handling serials in large libraries, and I felt 
very vindicated by the generally held opinion that there should be one cen- 
tral serial record where all material should be received and recorded. 
Some mention was made of new machines useful in handling serials, such as 
the Photoclerk Machine and the Flexoline File - both of which seemed a 
little too complicated for our needs, 


On Wednesday morning I attended a meeting of the Association of College 


and Research Libraries Publications Committee and heard a number of stimu- 
lating talks on the subject "What Should the Librarian Publish?" Of most 
interest to me was the fact that some colleges and universities put a 
good deal of pressure on head librarians to publish something in order 

to demonstrate their scholarship, There was an interesting discussion 


of the possibilities for publication by small college and university presses 
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using multi-lith (offset from typed copy) and micro-card. The general 
conclusion of the group was that college administrators should encourage 
but not force professional writing by librarians, and so should head li- 
brarians, in their turn, encourage writing by their staff, Wednesday 
afternoon was the first meeting of the ALA Council, of which I am a men- 
ber, and of direct importance to Idaho is the fact that there was a con- 
stitutional revision aiming at giving better representation to state and 
regional library associations in the ALA. Numerous other matters of in- 
ternal organizational interest were taken up. On Wednesday evening I 
attended the University Libraries Section of the ACRL, and there was dis- 
cussion of several matters of interest to us here. The report of the 
Committee for In-Service Training was presented, and it showed that more 
Study is needed to discover if an organized program of in-service train- 
ing can be developed for non-professionals in order to train them for 
responsible library positions, Another interesting report, on decentral- 
ization of cataloging, discussed the type of cataloging which we do here 
for the College of Pharmacy Library, and also with self-cataloging mate- 
rial, such as fully-indexed government publications, pamphlets, clippings, 
etce The committee proposed to compile a bibliography listing varying 
practices among libraries, The last report given on undergraduate and 
underclass libraries, concerned the role of a library as a teaching in- 
strument for the undergraduate student on the university campus. The 
committee preparing this report is still in process of deciding ‘what this 
role must be, 

On Thursday morning, I went downtown and visited various book stores, 
examining the new books, and also trying to locate some badly needed se- 
cond hand books, Thursday afternoon I attended the meeting of the ACRL 
Building Committee, at which two new buildings were discussed by their 
librarians, Mr, Charles Adams of the Women's College of the University 
of North Carolina discussed mainly the things that were wrong with his 
new library building. He didn't like its use of forced air, but would 
prefer true air conditioning, He condemned the architect's use of many 
marble columns on the outside, He found the staff room too small, and 
recommended that ample space be allowed, He didn't like the fact that 
the receiving room and loading room were too near the.reading room and 
so disturbed the readers. On the positive side, some of the things he 
suggested as useful were a separate exhibit workroom, a secondary office 
and workroom for the librarian, hidden away as much as possible, the use 
of green and gray colors, a large lecture hall in the basement (seating 
372) for meetings of professional groups, separate seminar rooms for fac- 
ulty use, and a parking lot behind the library, He also recommended the 
use of terazzo floors throughout the building, but admitted wherever peo- 
ple had to stand on them for any length of time, such as behind the loan 
desk, rubber mats had to be placed over the hard floors. Since his build-~ 
ing used the modular arrangement, a good many of his suggestions seemed 
somewhat applicable to our plans. The other building discussed was the 
new Anderson Memorial Library at the University of Houston. This is a 
very "plushy" library, built with one and one-half million dollars, do- 
nated by a Texas millionnaire, It naturally includes a great many fea- 
tures that we probably would consider too expensive and unnecessary. 

One interesting idea was a ramp from the outside for borrowers using 
wheelchairs, There are separate booths for microfilm and microcard read- 
ing machines, eleven seminar rooms, and a great deal of limestone and 
marble on the outside. On Thursday afternoon I also managed to hear part 
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of the meeting on Intellectual Freedom which was planning a workshop for 
the June ALA convention in New York, I heard part of the discussion in 
the ACRL Reference Librarians Section meeting on the new interlibrary 

loan code and form, It was found that one of the major causes of extra 
cost in interlibrary loan requests was the sheer ignorance of faculty 
members! requesting items of no importance, or asking for materials with 
improper or insufficient bibliographical information. It is hoped that 
the summer ALA meeting will finally decide on a new interlibrary loan 

code, Thursday evening I attended the ACRL College Library Section, which 
was concerned with a soon-to-be-issued manual suggested for use in college 
and university libraries, This manual, entitled "Personnel Organization 
and Procedure", is due for publication around April lst. It is felt that 
such a manual will not only serve to help library staffs to know what 

the rules and rerulations are, but also help in recruiting and orienta- 
tion, It was suggested that the new publication could not possibly serve 
as anything but a guide for individual manuals, to be drawn up by each 
individual librarian with the help of his staff, The manual includes 

the following topics: Objectives, Organization and Administration, Rela- 
tionship with the College Community, Classification of Positions, Salary ° 
Schedules, Appointments, Tenure, Develonment of the Staff, Service Ratings,’ 
Promotions-Transfers-Demotions, Separation from Service, Workinz Conditions, 
Welfare and Economic Security, and Staff Relationships, Also included are 
Selected Personnel Forms, A Bibliography on Tenure in Libraries (pro- 
fessional and non-professional), A Resolution on Loyalty Programs, and 

A Personnel Service Rating Report, Discussion of this manual brovght 

out that its value would be greatest to those who had not been long on 

the staff, and that personnel who had worked for a long time in one place 
wovld be bound to resent such a manual, “Constant revision of any per- 
sonnel manual was mentioned as essential, 

On Friday morning I attended the second meeting of the ALA Council 
at which again many items, mainly of organizational interest, were cov- 
ered, A 1952 revision of the Minimum Library Salary Standards was pre- 
sented, based upén the 1951 standard with an added cost of living adjust- 
ment of 11.3 @. This report was not adopted by the Council, since it 
was felt that such salaries being paid now will add to the usefulness 
of this standard when re-presentec this summer, On Friday afternoon I 
went downtown and visited the Shaw-Walker Office Furniture Company. A 
great many possibilities for furniture and files for the new library were 
demonstrated there, 

On Saturday morning I had a conference with David Clift, the execu- 
tive secretary of ALA, and Miss Cora Beatty, in charge of ALA membership 
services, We discussed plans for the reorganization of the Presidents © 
and Editors Round Table, and also plans for AIA help in a Library Legis- 
lation Workshop at the Pacifi¢ Northwest Library Association's meeting 
next September in Victoria, B. C. 

My notes show no exact time for the following list of activities, 
but I believe they may be of interest to yous 

1. I discussed in general our library plans with Mr, Ralvh Ells- 

worth, who is director of libraries at the State University of 
Iowa, The new library in Iowa City is the largest to use the 
modular idea and was completed in March, 1951, Mr. Ellsworth 
expressed his willingness to look over our vlans and offer con- 
structive criticism on them, and I hope he will be present at 
the April Building Workshop in Ohio to do so, 


2. 
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As a member of the ALA Public Relations Committee, I discussed 
plans for an expansion of the activities of this committee with 
its chairman, Mr, Albert Young of Cleveland. Up until now the 
Public Relations Committee has concentrated almost exclusively 
on public libraries! work, I recommended more emphasis on what 
college and university libraries are doing and can do, 

I inspected various new library publications and some library 
plans on exhibit at the conference, deriving therefrom some use- 
ful ideas, 


On the whole, the trip was productive of many suggestions and useful 


contacts which should help the effectiveness of a great many of the coming 
year's activities here, 
to state problems, 


I was disappointed with the lack of attention 
Es Me 


steps of the weeding process, if she has studied the principles 
of book selection in a course of library training, or if she 
has learned through years of experience the needs of the com- 
munity and the usefulness of books of all classes in the li- 
brary. 
sometimes make the final decisions to discard and replace the 
books in question, 


Check their advice with standard lists. 
out-of-date in ten years or less. 
vice on local items, and obsolete educational texts are quickly 
recognized as such by teachers and school principals. 
advice from local well-informed citizens is of two-fold value 

to the library, for it brings competent opinion to a problem 

that is often beyond the librarian's knowledge, and it tends to 
awaken a feeling of cooperation and friendliness between the 
library administration and informed residents,"----- prepared 
by Public Library Supervisors, Division of Library Extension, 
New York State, in "Care of the Book Collection", p. lh, 199 


WHO SHOULD WEED 
"The librarian should personally take charge of the first 


Members of the book committee and the library trustees 


"Use the advice of persons whose judgment can be trusted. 
Technical books go 


Newspaper men can give ad- 


Such 
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ON BEING PERFECT 


(The following is an editorial from the January, 1952 issue of the 
"Arizona Librarian", Miss Paylore, who is acting librarian for the Uni- 
versity of Arizona library and editor of the Arizona State Library Asso- 
ciation magazine, has said a number of things that are very apropos to 
Idaho, Substitute Idaho place-names for those of Arizona and see if you 
don't agree,) 


Arizona has a lot of little libraries that aren't perfect. Arizona 
has some big libraries, too, that aren't perfect, Is this very important? 
We don't think so, We think it's much more imvortant that there are people 
in Arizona with the courage and the hardihood to begin our libraries at 
all, Certainly in librarianship, as in politics or enrineering or creative 
writing, the effects we hope to achieve do not spring forth full-fledged, ~ 
like Athena from the forehead of Zeus, They are arrived at through growth, 
through trial and error, through compromise, 

We remember being challenged on a panel discussion once by a man 
who said state aid to libraries vould not be democratic, We answered 
that no libraries at all weren't democratic either, The noint is: Do 
you want to wiit without anv library till you can have a ~odern bvilding, 

a professional staff, an adeouate budget, and one hundred vercent com- 
munity supnort handed vou on a silver platter? Personally we think any ~ 
librarian worth his salt would be bored stiff after the novelty wore off! 
And we think most Arizona communities 3gree with us, that to begin is the 
important thing. 

How else do you suppose Wickenburg's library began except that some- 
one was willing to start with not much of anything, in the belief that it 
covld grow and improve, Do you think Ash Fork would give up its box car 
library and do without till it had the perfect building? Did you think 
Jerome would abandon its library because the Company did? 

No, we don't think perfection is important to begin with, Perfection 
is something to look forward to - maybe, But librarianship to us has al- 
ways meant something dynamic, growing, changing, developing, And so we 
aren't afraid to begin, anywhere in this state of ours. And we rejoice 
with those before us who thought that getting books to people now was more 
important than waiting. Perfection? Who cares} 


Patricia Paylore 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND THE LIBRARY BOARD 
by Rodney Waldron 


The foundation of efficient administration of the public library is 
the relationship between the librarian and the library board. Together 
they form a partnership, and on the shoulders of this partnership rests 
the future and success of the public library. 

The responsibility of the administration of the public library is 
a mutual one. The board member's responsibility commences first with 
complete understanding of his functions, duties, and place in the library 
program. Usefulness as a board member goes beyond understanding what to 
do, and includes understanding what not to do. 

“~~ The library is governed by the Board. “Being vested with legal juris- 
diction, legislative and policy-making responsibility, the Board is di- 
rectly responsible to the community for providing adequate library service. 
Assurance of such service must be based on (1) establishing broad policies 
and (2) appointment of a competent librarian to execute the policies. The 
latter is of especial importance in translating policy into dynamic com- 
munity service, 

Clarification of the functions reserved for the librarian and re- 
served for the Board should be made in writing, and each member of the 
partnership should respect the limits of their responsibilities and the 
prerogatives of the other, 

The librarian should bring to her job expert knowledge and special 
skill which the Board does not have, although too often it presumes it 
has. The librarian's chief function is to carry out the policies of the 
governing board, but in this capacity, the librarian must necessarily be 
advisor to the Board and furnish suggestions on policy and data needed for 
decisions by the Board. A progressive long-range program for the exten- 
sion of the library use throughout the community as an educational agency 
is one of the more important obligations of the library. It is the re-~ 
sponsibility of the Board to consider the recommendations of the librarian. 
Her presence is required at the Board meetings to explain in detail her 
Suggestions. Without the guidance and advice of the librarian, the Board 
cannot expect to promote the library's usefulness nor make intelligent de- 
cisions on library policies. True partnership at the meetings gives the 
Board needed information for promulgation of policy and gives the librar- 
ian opportunity to defend her proposals. 

The Board must recognize the librarian as its executive officer and 
delegate to her all responsibility for staff administration - assignment 
of duties, pay raises, and transfer of personnel within the library. Es- 
tablished policies are necessary, and especially necessary is a set pol- 
icy dealing with staff procedures ~ basing appointments on merit and fit- 
ness, and NEVER on political, personal, social or other reasons. Policies 
regarding personnel procedures should be based on the recommendations of 
the librarian. The Board does not initiate these policies (the librarian 
does that), but it judges, approves, modifies, or rejects these proposals. 
Execution of the policies rests with the librarian after the Board has 

The internal management of the library, within the limitations set 
up in the annual budget, should be reserved to the librarian without in- 
terference by the Board. Care and preservation of the collection and 
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library property, enforcement of rules, reader assistance, technical prep- 
aration of new acquisitions, and all aspects of public relations with the 
community (displays, publicity work, etc.) are all responsibilities of the 
librarian, as is the selection and purchase of books and supplies. No li- 
brarian can be held responsible for proper administration of the library 
without the authority to make it function properly. 

The imposing list of responsibilities above means nothing unless the 
Board is willing to grant specific power and authority to the librarian 
and give the necessary moral support to her decisions. The Board, by en- 
couragement and friendly counsel, must support the librarian and protect 
her. The Board alone has the power to determine policies, guidance, and 
control of the library's progress, making of rules and regulations, and 
the final authority on all library policy. Authority may be delegated 
to the librarian, but the Board's responsibility for the entire program 
cannot be assigned. Working harmony and agreement is the unbeatable com- 
bination of librarian and Board relations, 

Foremost after the selection of a competent librarian, the Board is 
responsible for continuous efforts to secure adequate funds for the work, 
Approval of library expenditures falls under the jurisdiction of the 
Board. The Board is responsible for giving the public the best possible 
service for the money, which in turn, encourages increased library al- 
lotments. The alert Board keeps constantly aware of the library, its 
strengths and weaknesses, its objectives for attainment of fullest com- 
munity service, and program of accomplishing these objectives. The Board 
is concerned only with results; methods of achieving them is the respon- 
sibility of the librarian, 


"The point at which the library movement in the United 
States has been least successful is that at which it has under- 
taken to extend library service into predominantly rural farm 
' areas. It is exactly in that place that the school and the 
, church have experienced their greatest difficulties. The library, - 
' the school, the church are confronted alike with aspects of the 
' same problem. Their efforts to solve it singly have been gen- 
. erally unavailing. It is only when it is attacked jointly, as 
' it is in some states where the county library has been developed, 
' that the results are satisfactory. It is important, therefore, 
! for these institutions to make a common attack on the problem —s_ 
' with the cooperation of the county and state health and edu- 
: Cation officers, the county, state, and federal farm and home 
| demonstration agents, the rural sociology and extension depart- 
' ments of the land-grant colleges and universities, and the farm, 
: adult education, and civic organizations interested in the en- 
‘ Qichment of rural life. Altogether they constitute a group whose 
potential total service to rural America has been as yet only 
dimly visualized. "------ L. R. Wilson, The Geography of Reading, 
University of Chicago Press, 1938, pp. 4GLO-Lhl. 


WHAT A STATE LIBRARY AGENCY CAN DO 


(Several I.S,L.A. members have suggested the advisability of using 
the "Librarian" as a means of telling what state library agencies in other 
states can do and are doing. For the rest of the year such items as the 


following will be a regular feature.) 


North Carolina Library Commission 


"The 1909 General Assembly created the North Carolina Library Commis. 
sion and charged the board of five members with the promotion of libraries. 
The first appropriation was $1500 which was used to employ a director,for 
travel, and for the publication of The North Carolina Library Bulletin 
first issued in December 1909, With a Timited collection of books, some 
the gift of the Federation of Women's Clubs, the Commission gradually be- 
came the circulating library for the State. Books lent to schools, to 
clubs, to libraries, and to individuals created a new desire to read and 
obtain information. 

"To encourage the expansion of libraries, the Commission staff has 
visited libraries; has met and advised with librarians and with trustees; 
has organized libraries for better service; has promoted plans for the es- 
tablishment of libraries; issued quarterly The North Carolina Library 
Bulletin until 1931; has made talks about books and reading to clubs and 
organizations and has enlisted the interest of legislators in the library 
program. The Library Commission and the North Carolina Library Association 
jointly worked with the Julius Rosenwald Fund in 1929 in securing funds 
for the support in Davidson and Mecklenburg counties of a five year demon- 
stration of county library service. While neither county was able to com- 
plete its share of the project due to the depression, the standards set by 
those demonstrations have been the basis for county library development in 
North Carolina, 

"County-wide library service in North Carolina is imperative since 
72.7 per cent of the total population live in the rural sections. Many 
North Carolina counties are too small and too sparsely settled to finance 
even minimum library service; so plans have been recommended for two or 
more counties to combine and form regional libraries. In the five regional 
libraries that have been established books are exchanged between counties; 
a bookmobile serves all sections on alternate weeks and a qualified li- 
brarian directs and stimulates library service. To improve the quality 
of library service through enlarged book collections, more large units of 
service, and by the employment of additional qualified librarians, is one 
of the major goals at present of the Commission, 

"The present offices of the Library Commission are on the fourth 
floor of the Library Building, opposite the State Capitol. The staff con- 
sists of five professional and four clerical workers and a shipping clerk. 

» Books numbering 50,000 are available for borrowing by individuals, clubs, 
schools, and libraries. Large collections of books are lent to new county 
libraries to help them establish service. The Library Commission has been 
building its book collection to be ready to supply the smaller libraries 
with unusual books which are infrequently needed in local collections, 
Any person in North Carolina may secure books through interlibrary loans, 
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"Statistics of county and city libraries and college and university 
libraries are collected by the Library Commission and printed each year 
for distribution, School library statistics since 1930 have been collect- 
ed by the School Library Adviser of the State Department of Education, 
"Laws governing public libraries passed by the 1897 and 1911 General 
Assemblies have been revised and improved at various sessions, An act to 
certify public librarians was passed in 1933, and in 1937 legislation was 
enacted enabling the State to accept federal library funds. In 1937 and 
1939 bills for State Aid to Public Libraries were introduced at the request 
of the Commission but failed to pass. The 191 General Assembly passed a 
bill appropriating funds for State Aid to Public Libraries and empowering 
and authorizing the North Carolina Library Commission Board to make rules 
and regulations for the allocation of the funds. The bill included the 
words 'for the people of the whole state! so allocation was based on par- 
ticipation by every county. Each county has been offered an equal amount 
of State Aid; the first year $900 was offered; in 196-7, $1933 was re- 
ceived by each of the 86 counties, The Commission required that plans 
for the use of the funds must include county-wide library service and funds 
appropriated by county commissioners or a special library tax voted. State 
Aid may be used for the purchase of books, for the purchase or operation 
of a bookmobile, or toward the salary of a certified librarian. State Aid 
has proved to be a stimulating influence since the total library income 
from counties, cities, and the State has increased 33 per cent from 191 
to 19h,7."----- Marjorie Beal, ed., Libraries in North Carolina, a Survey, 
1946-1947, Raleigh, The North Carolina Library Associations, 1948, pp.l-5. 


The Public Library Inquiry 


"There is emerging a new pattern of state library agency which prom- 
ises not only to facilitate state contribution to local libray effort and 
to contribute more directly to the equalization of serious problems of co- 
ordination which so acutely need attention in metropolitan areas and in 
the small towns and cities... 

"The distinguishing characteristic of this newer type of state li- 
brary agency is its direct service as an operating agency. Instead of 
offering advice, instruction, or money grants, the state agency offers 
or plans to offer a wide range of wholesale and retail services through 
regional offices. The primary technique of this pattern is the regional 
office of the state agency, equipped itself to provide a full line of li- 
brary activities and thus to supplement and co-ordinate, not to supplant, 
the local, county, and multi-county libraries. The state thus becomes a 
constructive partner in the business of public libraries instead of an 
outsider, 

",..the essential characteristic is a network of field offices of the 
state agency, staffed and supplied entirely by the state, serving all ex- 
isting library units in the regions and directly all otherwise unserved 
territories. The regional office is equipped with a bookmobile, a stock 
of books owned by the state, purchased and processed at the state head- 
quarters, sent to the field office ready for circulation, and a profes- 
sional field office staff... 

“Working directly with public and school libraries in the region, the 
professional staff can build a constructive relationship with a large num- 
ber of local libraries and bring advice and guidance, not as a stranger 
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from the state capitol, but as a familiar co-worker fully acquainted with 
all the aspects of local situations... Through the regional staff a timid 
and inept local librarian, who in our sample would ordinarily undertake 
active interlibrary borrowing with a good deal of hesitation and no great 
persistence, is able to deal directly and only with the regional office, 
From there on the job is in the hands of people who are familiar with the 
procedures and prepared to make the machinery work. 

",.eWorking through regional offices, the state library agency can 
offer a complete line of professional services to supplement local library 
units. Unserved areas can be directly served without the long struggle 
to convince local political bodies and without the necessity for multi- 
plying small, weak rural library units. All the advantages of larger units 
of service can be achieved without the bitter struggle to destroy or to 
swallow up village, city, and county libraries, These can remain in ex- 
istence , fully as autonomous in law and practice as ever, tapping the 
values to be found in local pride, representative boards, autonomous ad- 

ministration, and multiplication of convenient local outlets. 

",.eThe regional office through its book stosk, its union catalogue 
on the regional or the state level, and its nucleus of professional spe- 
cialists, can convert isolated and inadequate libraries into the operat- 
ing equivalent of branches and stations of a large library system, re- 
taining the self-respect of local librarian and local board, and the ap- 
propriations of local government. The affiliated library unit will gain 
the advantage of access to a large and centrally-chosen book stock, but 
will retain full control over local funds to purchase its own books as it 
chooses, Although the state, from its funds, is contributing books rather 
than money to buy books, its selection imposes no censorship or control of 
any kind on independent local purchases. For the small library it may 
bring guidance, and for the group of libraries it can bring help in achiev- 
ing an economical integration of book selection policies. Even at its 
fullest development, this does not mean control, 

"Significaht economies may be anticipated once the regional offices 
have become accepted. Regional offices are the appropriate bodies to re- 
alize the economies of centralized purchasing, cataloguing, processing, 
and repairing for the local library units. The state capitol is in most 
states too remote physically, certainly psychologically, to win over lo- 
cal libraries to centralized operationS..e.. 

",.eThe regional office can provide these technical services on an 
intimate basis, with constant and reliable communication through the book- 
mobile, freeing local librarians for the important work of service to their 
communities, 

"Still further economies will be realized from the co-ordination and 
integration of library resources. The state pools can carry much of the 
burden of duplicate light fiction and the more important burden of little- 
used reference and serious adult nonfiction. By building appropriate re- 
gional office collections, by regional and state union catalogues and ref- 
erence centers, by sustained guidance and consultation, the field offices 
offer encouraging possibilities for preventing the duplications and the 
omissions that now characterize public library collections. The taxpayer 
will get more for his money, not merely be hounded for more money....... 
Oliver Garceau, The Public Librar in the Political Process, N. Y., Columbia 
University Pressy 2 26-2306 
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PNLA CONVENTION FOR IDAHO? 


(Excerpts From a Correspondence) 


Mr, William Carlson, who will be president of the Pacific North- 
west Library Association in 1953, has written asking if Idaho wants the 
PNLA convention next year. The following correspondence will indicate 

the feelings of some ISLA members on this matter. As you are all prob- 
ably aware, there has never been a PNLA meeting in Idaho. Our decision 
will be made at the May meeting in Caldwell. 


March 10, 1952 


Miss Marion C. Orr 
Librarian, Public Library 
Idaho Fails, Idaho 


Dear Miss Orr: 


"We should like to be in the position to announce the time and 
place of next year's meeting at the Victoria Conference, Miss Heath- 
cote tells me that you have indicated that some of the Idaho librarians 
would like us to meet in your State, I shall appreciate it if you will 
investigate the possibility of an Idaho Convention and let me know at 
your convenience if the Idaho group would like and is generally receptive 
to such a meeting. If so, we shall want to set a date and follow up on 
possible meeting places, among which I suppose will be Boise, Twin Falls, 
your own Idaho Falls, and Sun Valley. This latter spot would make an 
attractive meeting place if we can secure the necessary accommodations at 
rates in line with library salaries, 

"There is, I understand, a movement under way on the part of the 
school librarians for an early June Conference. Perhaps since winter is 
the big season at Sun Valley, lower rates might be secured in June or 
even in early September. I shall await with interest your reaction to 
this proposed Idaho meeting. 


Wm. H. Carlson, Vice-President 


March 17, 1952 


Dear Miss Orr: 


"You are correct in assuming that I received a letter from Mr. 
Carlson about holding the PNLA meeting in Idaho next year,....wherever 
the conference is held it will require anywhere from two to four years 
in advance to secure a place for the conference, 


Pacific Northwest Library Association 
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"I do not know too much about McCall. It is a pleasant inn along 
the lake and the rates are somewhat lower than at Sun Valley. If held 
at McCall there would be little or no opportunity to go anyplace. 
Certainly there are many interesting scenic places nearby that I sus- 
pect it would require more time to take them in than one afternoon. 
Moreover, McCall is not known and is unlikely to attract many PNLA 
librarians. 

"Sun Valley, on the other hand, would prove a magnet even though 
expenses might be somewhat higher. Very few northwest librarians have 
ever been there, It is world famous and would for that reason attract 
a larger attendance than McCall. Members of our association have been at 
nearly every other resort in the northwest - places like Lake Louise, 
Glacier, Victoria, Crater Lake, etc. In my opinion, if we are to play 
host to northwest librarians, by all means lets hold it at Sun Valley 
regardless of cost for either way you look at it, McCall or Sun Valley, 
attendance will be relatively small. We cannot expect a larger attend- 
ance than we had at Glacier a few years ago. I don't believe there were 
over 150 or 175 people in attendance, 

"The executive board of ISLA might explore the ,ossibilities at 
Sun Valley, find out the rates, and the year it had open, then communicate 
with the officers of PNLA and let it be up to them if they want to commit 
the association's annual meeting, two, three or four years in advance. 
They may not feel they have the right to commit future officers to a 
place of meeting that long in advance. Anyway the matter could be 
cleared later with the association if we went ahead and did the prelimi- 
nary work of lining up the Sun Valley Hotel for a conference. 


Lee Zimmerman, Librarian 
University of Idaho Library 


March 13, 1952 


Dear Mr. Oboler: 


"T have just received a letter from Mr. Carlson about having PNLA 
in Idaho next year. I think that he nas also written to you. 

"I have written him that as I understand it, it is necessary to 
make reservations at least two years in advance to secure a date at Sun 
Valley and have passed on a suggestion that has been made, that we in- 
vite them to Shore Lodge on Payette Lake, 

"I should like to know what you think of the possibilities of hold- 
ing a session there. I have not been in McCall since the lodge was 
built but have been assured that it is adapted to convention needs and 
that it could take care of a group as large as PNLA. No doubt the mem- 
bers would prefer Sun Valley, but it would probably be much more expensive 
than Shore Lodge, 

"Tf you approve of my suggestion, I could write to the lodge and see 
what facilities would be available and send the information to Mr. Carlson, 


Marion C. Orr, Librarian 
Idaho Falls Public Library 
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March 17, 1952 


Executive Board 
Idaho State Library Association 


Dear Member: 


"You have all received copies of the March 10 letter from William 
H. Carlson, president-elect of the Pacific Northwest Library Association. 
As you all know, I am not agreeable to having a PNLA meeting here until 
one of the top officers of PNLA is chosen from this state, but I realize 
that there is much opinion to the contrary. This seems to me the sort 
of matter that should be brought up at the May meeting for everyone's 
consideration. Having Miss Heathcote present should help our discus- 
sions..." 


Eli M. Oboler, President 
Idaho State Library Association 


March 2h, 1952 


Dear Mr. Oboler: 


"I think it a good idea to bring the question of a PNLA convention 
in Idaho before the membership at the May meeting. Since there are so 

few of us, the burden will be heavy for the few who are able to assume 

the responsibilities of planning such a meeting. There should be time 

for discussion, Sun Valley is, no doubt, the logical place, if as Mr, 

Carlson says, the 'accommmodations (are) at rates in line with library 

Salaries,' I agree to all four points in your March.17 letter..." 


Olive T. Bess, Librarian 
Strahorn Memorial Library 
The College of Idaho,Caldwell 


March 21, 1952 


Dear Mr, Oboler: 


"In regard to PNLA Conference you have doubtless received the copy 
of Mr. Zimmerman's letter to Miss Orr by this time, He seems to feel 
that a conference in Idaho would draw a small attendance at best and 
that we would have a better chance of getting a good representation if 
the conference were to be held in Sun Valley instead of at McCall. I 
am a little inclined to agree with him on this and feel that his sug- 
gestion of finding out the year Sun Valley could accommodate the con- 
ference and inviting the Association ahead for that time is a good one... 
I think it would be a good idea to discuss this at the May meeting as you 
— and get the feeling of the membership before replying to Mr. 
arlson..." 


Marion Bingham, Librarian 
Boise Public Library 
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March 19, 1952 


Dear Mr. Oboler: 


",...I had a letter from Miss Orr in regard to a meeting place 
and answered it. This question of an Idaho meeting place has been in 
the back of our minds for a long time, but like Mark Twain and the 
weather, 'Nothing has ever been done about it.' I think it a very 
good plan to bring it up for discussion at our state meeting..." 


Jessie Fraser, Librarian 
Twin Falls Public Library 


April 3, 1952 


Dear Miss Orr: 


" "After consulting with the Executive Board of I1.5.L.A., I can 

report the unanimous opinion that the question of whether or not 

the PNLA convention should be held in Idaho in 1953 should be a 

matter for discussion of the whole membership of I.S.L.A. as represented 
by those present at our May meeting this year at Caldwell. Since Mr. 
Carlson wrote to you, I think that it would probably be best if you would 
write to him and tell him that he will hear from us before May 15, which 
should be plenty of time, since the 1952 PNLA meeting will not be held 
until September, 

"Incidentally, everyone seems to agree that Sun Valley is pretty 
much out of the question and that Shore Lodge would be a much better 
place both from the standpoint of cost and availability. 

"T intend to print Mr. Carlson's letter and Mr. Zimmerman's reply, 
which I think is the best all around statement of our position, in the 
April LIBRARIAN, which will be in your hands about April 25..." 


Eli M, Oboler, President 
Idaho State Library Association 


"Thus the program of the Commission is threefold in character: 
(1) It provides skilled professional consultation to libraries, to 
trustees, and to citizen groups, (2) it provides books and other ~ 
library materials to libraries and to people with limited access to 
library service, and (3) it provides skilled service and advice di- 
rectly to the members of the legislature, to the staffs of state 
departments, and to others concerned with public affairs,"---- 
Message For the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, Appendix I to 
Third Institute Public Library Management, 1951. Bureau of Govern- 
ment, University Extension Division, University of Wisconsin, Madi- 
son 6, Wisconsin, pg. 38. 
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AIA WASHINGTON OFFICE SUGGESTS 


The Library Services Bill, H.R, 5195, is now in the hands of the 
House Education and Labor Committee. A subcommittee has held hearings 
during April 1-2, The Senate bill, S, 1452, is on the Senate calendar 
for early consideration, The ALA Washington office suggests: 


"Now more than ever letters are needed, In talking with the Con- 
gressmen and Senators we find that many of them have received little 
or no mail from their states about the Library Services Bill, Please 
write! Letters make a great impression and unless the Congressmen re- 
ceive a tremendous amount of mail about a piece of legislation it doés 
not seem of great importance, Write and stre&Ss the bill numbers: S, 
1452 in the Senate and H.R. 5195 in the House, Urge early floor action 
in the Senate. Letters should also go to the members of the new sub- 
committee listed above urging a favorable report out of committee soon 
after the hearings, “See that everyone writes - librarians, organiza- 


tions and lay people}" 


If you want further information on these bills and what they will 
mean to Idaho, see the October, 1951, Idaho Librarian, pages 3 and h, 
and the January, 1952, Librarian, page 5, 


"Close your eyes and think of your own community. What do 
you see? Are the schools going their way alone, fighting for 
public approbation and public taxes? Are the libraries operating 
alone, careful to maintain their identity at any cost, anxious 

to receive their full share of public recognition? Is the city 
investing in separate recreation sites, which operate part of 

the day only while the public school grounds stand idle? Is the 
recreation director busy with publicity and arguments pleading 
for more sites, more activities, and more equipment? Are some 

of these persons more interested in themselves and their program 
than they are in children and their needs? If this is what you 
see, you are envisioning waste, unwillingness to cooperate in 
a wholesome way, and a lack of readiness to base services for 
children on an understanding of the social, psychological, afd 
economic facts that are discoverable in every community," --=< 
-- Andrew P, Hill, "The Branch Library in Public Schools", p, ~ 
66 in: Reaching Readers, University of California Press, 199% 


NEWS ON INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 


The following news notes were recently received from D. K. Berning- 
hausen, Secretary, ALA Committee on Intellectual Freedom: 


The N. Y. State Board of Regents announced on February 6 
the appointment of a new commission empowered to examine text- 
books for any seditious material which tends to promote disloyal- 
ty to the United States or which tends to favor the cause of any 
country with which the U. S. might be at war. 

The Commission may issue a certificate of disapproval for 
any book it finds to be subversive and to notify all school au-. 
thorities in the state. Use of any disapproved text will subject 
a teacher or school officials to misdemeanor charges. 


During a discussion of the proposed 1952 budget for the 
Peoria Public Library (Peoria, Illinois), the Library Board en- 
tertained a motion to label "questionable or controversiai" li- 
brary materials. Xenophon Smith, Librarian, opposed this, and 
offered instead to acquaint the Board with the ALA policy on 
labeling. He offered to read it, but the Board said they didn't 


want to hear it. 


Early in December, the Pennsylvania State Legislature sup- 
plied Pennsylvanians with a new "loyalty" law outlawing Commu- 
nists, the law being modeled after other existing state measures. 


Helen Haines! "Living With Books" (1950 ed.) is the sub- 
ject of an article in The Freeman, January 1h, 1952, by Oliver 
Carlson. In it the author quotes Miss Haines extensively, out 
of context, in an effort to illustrate, "her late espousal of 
communism, and her attempt to boost its literature," 


The ban against Consumer Reports, monthly publication of 
Comsumers Union, in the Dayton 0) high schools was lifted 
early in the school year after careful consideration by the Day- 
ton Superintendent of Schools, The periodical is still barred 
from the Cincinnati public school system, however, 


According to a recent communication from John F. Harvey, 
Chairman of the Iowa Library Association Intellectual Freedom 
Committee, a proposed loyalty oath act was narrowly defeated in 

the Iowa state legislature, partially as a result of the committee's 
forthright action. 


Recent books of interest: 


Barth, Alan, The Loyalty of Free Men 
Biddle, Francis. Fear of Freedom 

Commager, Henry S. and others, Civil Liberties Under Attack 
MacLeish, Archibald, Freedom is the Right to Choose, 
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Your editor recently ran into the following two items which aleo - 
seemed pertinent to the question of intellectual freedom in libraries: 


"A preposterous situation develops when a Congressman pro- 
posed that the Librarian of Congress compile a full and complete 

list of all 'subversive matter' in the Library of Congress, Aside 
from the fact that the proposed task of going through some 9,000,000 
volumes in search of tainted matter is a phenomenal one, it is also 
-~@ presumptuous one to undertake in a society where freedom of choice 
in most things has been one of the cardinal tenets of a successful 
way of life, 

"In this country books usually stand or fall on their own 
merits as literature or as purveyors of information of information. 
When they do make their ways to library shelves it is usually as 
a result of demand by library users or because of need to continue 
developing collections which will give balanced understanding of 
problems to the library borrowers. Marking books as being sub- 
versive would be the same as removing those books from the collec- 
tion and making them unavailable to borrowers. It would be no 
different from what is being done in totalitarian countries, where 
so little faith is held in the people's ability to discriminate that 
it is felt necessary to bar all possible avenues for deviation. 

"The bill as proposed by Representative Velde also calls for 
copies of this list to be made available for the guidance of other 
libraries in the United States. This list would then become an in- 
dex of disapproved books and any user of them would become a marked 
person, The bill itself is not so much a matter of concern as is 
the thinking which prompted it. Fear has allowed good sense to be 
tossed out of the window to be replaced by a jittery tension which 
demands authoritarian action. Fear of communism is justified, but 
communism cannot be fought by going into hiding. The battle must 
be fought with full knowledze of what is being fought." 
New York Times, Feb. 2h, 1952. 
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SELF-RATING SHEET 
Check your library on pressure, propaganda, and policy 


To be alert to the problems of propaganda, have you: 


Yes No 
(| {ct} 1. Read and considered thoughtfully the Library Bill of 
Rights? 
(2 232. Clarified your own thinking? 
Ooo 3. Kept informed on current controversies? 


Yes No 
(7) (4. Studied propaganda techniques and learned to recognize 


slanted materials? 
5+ Become familiar with the viewpoints of organizations, 
especially those that send free material? 


To be prepared to meet individually and group pressures, have you 
i} ary A written book selection policy? 


"7 2. The Board's official approval of the policy? 
3. The support of citizen groups and the local press? 


To help your community to read critically, have you 

fj: 1. Made available materials on all points of view, in 
balanced quantities? 

i} :74 2. Stimulated your staff to know the book collection? 

= 7) 3. Included varying views in booklists and exhibits? 

onl . Encouraged or initiated film forums, discussion groups, 

etc? 

Assisted individual readers in purposeful reading? 


(Compiled by the American Library Association Committee on Intel. 
lectual Freedom, 1951) 


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A RUGIONAL LIBRARY SYSTEM 


"Analysis of nationwide library trends and particularly 
the examination of library facilities and needs in the State 
of Washington indicates clearly that the only practical way 
for all of the people in the state to have the advantages of 
a large library is to increase the area and population from 
which the library income is received, and over which it gives 
service, This larger unit library is usually called a region- 
al library, since it covers an area larger than an incorpor- 
ated city and may include a whole county or more than one com- 
plete county, Ideally, all the independent libraries in the 
area should participate in the rerional library system, This 
participation may range from a degree of cooperation to com= 
plete financial and administrative amalgamation, denending on 
the situation which exists, In general, it is advantaceots 

to have as much integration as rossible," ---«- Charles E, 
Bowerman, A Proposed Pegional Library Plan for the State of 
Washington, Olympia, Washington, 


ARCO ADDS 


Harland Clendenin Post of the Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars has presented a 
group of books to the public library. 
The books are picture histories of 
World War II in Europe, World War II 
in the Pacific and the war in Korea, 


POCATELLO ITEM 


Members of the board of trustees 
of the Pocatello public library met 


April 1 at the main library and adopt- 
ed a budget for 1952-53 for submission 


to the city commission for approval, 
Amount approved shows a slight in- 
crease over the 1951-52 budget. Trus- 
tees have increased the capital out- 
lay for books from $3750 to $125. 
Small increases were made in certain 
salary brackets depending on whether 
a full or part-time reference librar- 
ian is employed. Paul Scott, librar- 
ian, reported to the board that the 
per capita cost for operating the li- 
brary in 1951-52 was 1.19 compared to 
the American Library Association rec- 
ommendation of 1.50. Per cent of the 
budget on salaries is 60.8) in com- 
pari.son with an American Library 
Association recommendation of 70 to 
75 per cent, 


FROM MISS DYGERT 


Eighteen letters have been sent to 


Idaho librarians containing fliers 


and membership blanks for the Children 


and Young People's Division of the 


ed or sent in your renewal of member- 
ship, just fill out pink slip #6 
which was enclosed in the letter sent 
to you some time ago and enclose it 
with your A.L.A. dues. 


If you have not already join- 


BUHL BOOKS 
The Buhl Chapter of Beta Signa 


Phi Sorority has completed a project 


begun last fall with a series of 
"kidnaping events" to raise funds. 
Purpose of the fund raising was 


purchase of current books to be 


added to the new library. TIwenty- 
one volumes - 1 fiction and 7 non- 
fiction - were presented to Mrs. 
Martina Yeiter, librarian, on behalf 
of the club. 

Heading the committee for the 
project was Mrs. Doris MacKay, with 
Mrs. Norma Thometz, Mrs. Doris Lewis, 
Mrs, Ludine Hopkins, and Barbara 
Norris assisting. Mrs. Dorothy 
Owens, past president, and Mrs, 
Maxine Carlson, president, also aid- 
ed the committee, 


AMERICAN HERITAGE 


The American Heritage project of 
the American Library Association has 
issued a special midwinter edition 
of the Newsletter which is devoted 
to answering some of the questions 
most frequently asked about the pro- 
ject. Write to them at 50 East 


Huron St., Chicago 11, Ill. for in- 
formation. 


U. OF I, ITEM 


The University of Idaho Library 
has inaugurated a series of radio 
broadcasts in connection with the 
University Radio program. There 
will be three-minute interviews with 
members of the staff. Mr. Zimmerman, 
head librarian, started the series 
with an interview broadcast March 19, 
and the series will continue for sev- 
eral weeks, with a different member 
of the staff being interviewed each 
week, 
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SCOTT RESIGNS 


On January 29, 1952, Paul W. 
Scott, Pocatello city librarian since 
196, submitted his resignation to 
the public library board, effective 
June 30, 1952. 

The board accepted the resigna- 
tion with regret, expressing appre- 
ciation to Scott for the services he 
has rendered the library and the 
comnunity. 

Scott made no announcement as to 
his future plans. 


ADULT LEADERSHIP 


The American Library Association 
has asked all librarians to subscribe 
either individually, or through their 


institutions to the newest publication 


of the Adult Education Association of 
the U.S.A. Each issue contains 32 


pages of challenging, stimulating, in- 
formative articles, stories, case 

Studies of successful and unsuccess- 
ful groups, cartoons, features, sug- 


gestions. The content deals with 
real problems faced by adult learning 
and action groups of all types - 
classes, club: meetings, conferences, 
staff discussions, forums, etc. 

Each issue contains a Reader's 
Tool kit of practical hints, helps on 
the problem of the month. For exam- 
ple, the first issue deals with Pro- 
gram Flanning., The issue also in- 


ROBERTS REPORTS 


Miss Margaret S, Roberts, librar- 
ian of the State Traveling Library, 
reports that 2559 books have been 
checked out to individuals in h3 
towns in 28 counties during Jaruary, 
1952. 


LUTHER LEAVES 


Mrs. Fern Luther, reference li- 
brarian at Idaho State College since 
September, 1949 , is returning to 
work in her home state, Ohio, on 
May lst. She will be employed by 
the Dayton Ohio Public Library. Her 
successor has not yet been chosen; 
contact the ISC librarian if college 
reference work interests you. 


EMMETT EVENTS 


Several problems concerning 
Emuett's Free Library were taken up 
at a recent meeting of the Emmett 
Library Association, It was announc- 
ed at the meeting that the new li- 
brarian, Mrs. Helen Gray, has taken 
up duties at the library. She is 
the wife of William Gray, Brick 
ochool principal, and replaces 
Katherine Hunt who resigned recently. 
Library hours will be the same as in 
the past except that the building 


cludes a Problem Clinic where reader's will be open Friday evening instead 
problems are analyzed; a report on re- of Saturday evening. Hours are from 
sources giving full reference to train-2-5 p.m., Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 


ing programs, books and pamphlets, 
audio-visual aids, up-coming confer= 
ences, and consultation services. 
Readers contribute the material for 
feature articles. 
cation Office, 743 N. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago 11, Illinois. 


Write to AEA Publi- work. 


and Saturday, and from 7-9 p.m, 
Friday evening. Mrs. Gray recommen- 
ded that reference books be catalog- 
ed, entailing a great deal of extra 
Board members suggested that 
volunteer help from women's clubs 

be solicited to assist with the pro- 
ject. Mrs. Gray also recommended a 
low table and chairs for the child- 
ren's reading room. 


& 


BILL OF RIGHTS 


The Idaho State Journal on Feb. 18 
printed the following editorial: 

"A half dozen books in the public 
library at Sapulpa, Okla., were burn- 
ed because 'They just weren't good 
reading for teen-age children.‘ The 
burning of books is a practice too 
closely identified with dictators 
for it to be practiced in this free 
land. It's of a piece with Hitler's 
book burnings and Stalin's book pur- 
ges. Undoubtedly, there are many 
books in Sapulpa, as in all public 
libraries, that are not good reading 
for teen-age children. Burning them 
will make them more attractive as 
forbidden fruit. They were put there, 
not for teen-agers, but for all read- 
ers. 

"Tf the judgment of librarians is 
faulty, there are trustees usually 
qualified to discuss their choices 
with tnem, and there are the restric- 
ted shelves usually reserved for books 
intended for older readers. For vigi- 
lantes to search out and destroy the 
books, however, smacks of high-handed 
storm trooper tactics that are intol- 
erable in our form of government." 

Your president sent the editor the 
following letter, and suggests that 
on similar occasions your own weekly 
or daily paper might be persuaded to 
print the Library Bill of Rights. 

"As president of the Idaho State 
Library Association, I would like to 
offer the appreciation of all its 
member librarians for the editorial 
entitled 'Not Good Reading', printed 
in the February 18 Journal. We li- 
orarians nave a hard row to hoe in 
trying to make everybody happy in 
book selection. You and your readers 
might be interested in the attached 

copy of the Library Bill of Rights, 
These are statements which in general 
govern the policies of all American 
libraries, and we librarians feel they 
express the essence of the democratic 
spirit.® 


NEW BOARD 


On April 3 the Pocatello city 
commission retired all library board 


members and named 5 new trustees, 


New members are Norman Vaughn, Roy 

F, Miller, Mrs. Earl Ovaitt, Monsig- 
nor Cody, and Mrs. Harper Uhland,. 
Named as alternates in the event any 
of the five refuse the appointment 
were Trilby Anderson and H. P. Sturm. 

They will replace G. Nicholas . 
Ifft, Judge Isaac McDougall, Miss 
Bertha Atkin and George R. Phillips. 
A fiftn member, Perry Swisher, earli- 
er resigned, 

Chairman Ray Hunter of the city 
commission said the entire board was 
being retired "for the best interes” 
ests of the city.'' He complimented 
them for "long and faithful" service 
without compensation. The commiss 
sion adopted a resolution of appreci- 
ation to forward to retiring mem- 
bers. 


PAT ON THE BACK 


The following, part of a letter 
from Harriet D, MacPherson, Dean of 
the School of Library Science,Drexel 
Institute of Technology, Philadel- 
phia, may be of interest to you: 


"The Idaho Librarian, January, 
1952 issue, seems to be a worth- 
while state library association 
handbook, This is particularly 
so because of the signed articles 
regarding the new edition of the 
Dewey Decimal Classification and 
the other letters about library 
problems. I particularly like 
the outline of the practical work 
which is being done in the Associ- 


‘ation." 
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NEWS NOTES 


IDAHO FALLS FACTS 


For the past six months we have just been "catching up" on 
work that was neglected during my long absence - ordering new books, 
cataloging, discarding, etc. Recently we have been resuming, on 
a small scale, instruction in the use of tne library, With the 
ninth grade a film strip "Use Your Library" put out by the A. L. 
A. was found to be a very useful méthod of instruction, Seventh 
graders also were given instruction in the use of the card cataloge 
Ordinarily they would have received this before, but due to much 
illness and a shortage of staff all cAdass visits were cancelled 
last yearg We have also allowed second graders to come for class 
visits. Due to the growth of the town it is doubtful if we will 
ever again be able to conpergte with the schools so fully as we 
have in the paste 
After using a charging machine for over a year in the Children's 
department we are convinced that not only does it save us much work, 
but it also seems to have a tendency to develop an even greater 
sease of responsibility upon the part of the child. 
We haven't had any new ideas for a long time, but recently we 
have been posting a weekly quiz taken from Ruth Harshaw's book, 
. "What Book Is That?®, The children look forward to these quizzes, 
and eageriy check the answers which are posted the following week. 
Years ago we found a suggestion for posters taken from "Snow 
P White and the Seven Dwarfs." We did not get around to making the 
posters until recently, but they have been attention getters, There 
are eight of thom, one each for Snow White and the dwarfs. Examples 
aret "When you are using Library Books your hands should be Snow 
White!‘ (with a picture of Snow White)s "Don't be Bashful, ask for 
Information if you can't find it yourself"; and "Even Sneezy would 
be quiet in the Library,"" Since the film is to be revived children 
should find these familiar characters delightfulese 
Incidentaliy I had a very interesting trip through Arizona, 
and was especially interested in seeing ancient Indian ruins and 
clitf dwellings, as well as seeing the work of many Indian artists - 
mostly Hopi and Navaho » both in museums and at resorts, At one 
of the National Monuments, I found a bi-lingual English-Navaho primer 
by Ann Clark who wrote "In My Mother's House's Since the schools 
usually storm us for material about the Navahos every year, I know 
I am going to find this a delightful book to lend to teachers to 
display to their pupils, 


Irene Fackler 
Children's Librarian 
Idaho Falls Public Library 
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NEWS NOTES 


ALA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt will be one of the principal speakers at 
the American Library Association's 7lst Annual Conference to be held in 
New York (at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel) June 29 to July 5. 

Mrs. Rocsevelt, who cabled her acceptance from India to ALA 
Headquarters in Chicago, will speak on the subject of books as bridges 
to international understanding, ai the third general session of the 
Conference at 2 P. M. on July 3. 

, "Books Are Basic" is the Conference theme. Three other general 
sessions will relate books to culture, technology and industry, and to 
freedom of inquiry. 

More than 5,000 librarians from all parts of the country are 
expected to attend the Conference which annually is one of the largest 
of the nation's professional gatherings. ALA president, Mrs. Loleta D. 
Fyan, Michigan State Librarian, will preside at the general sessions, 

In addition, tnere will be more than 150 business and program meetings 
covering all phases of librarianship. At the final session, the President- 
elect, Robert Bingham Downs, Director of the University of Illinois 
Libraries and of the Library School, Urbana, I1l., will be installed as 
president. Conference chairman is Francis R. St. John, Chief Librarian 

of the Brooklyn (N.¥.) Public Library. 

During the Conference week, seven divisions of the ALA will be in 
special sessions, They are: American Association of School Librarians, 
Association of College and Reference Libraries, Division of Cataloging 
and Classification, Division of Libraries for Children and Young People, 
Hospital Libraries Division, Library Education Division, and Public Li- 
braries Division, 


",..one third certainly, and possibly even one half, the 
total. library expenditure within the state should be made di- 
rectly by the state library agency. This will mean generally 
frozen budgets in the local libraries, with more and more 
overhead expense carried by the regional office and local 
funds freed for higher salaries, local book purchases and li- 
brary projects, Such a plan escapes the most obvious hurdles 
of local tax limitations and frozen real property taxes. It 
renders unnecessary and on the whole undesirable the uncer- 
tain state grants to local libraries, which have so far shown 
a strong tendency to wide fluctuation in those states where 
they have reached significant amounts. These changes are all 
to the good. A direct state activity, staffed with regular 
state employees and delivering a routine service with state- 
owned resources, stands a better chance of achieving stable 
continuity of appropriations,"----Oliver Garceau, The Public 
Library in the Political Process, N.Y., Columbia University 


Press, 1909, pg. 2306. 
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